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Species: Mississippi Kite (Ictinia mississippiensis) 
Number seen: 1 
Date of sighting: May 11 , 2004 
Time of sighting: 14:10- 14:12 

Location: Fort Everett Road, Lehigh County, PA, 2 miles northwest of New Tripoli. 

Habitat: Broken forest interspersed with some old fields. 

Sighting conditions/weather: 
Partly cloudy, hazy and hot (30° C). No wind. 

Distance: At its closest, the Kite was 40m high directly overhead. 

Details of sighting and description: 
We saw the Kite extremely well for about two minutes. It was observed during a weekly 
roadside survey for raptors. In the first minute, it was soaring 40-50m from the road at a 
height of 40m. During the next minute, it flew toward us, going west along the road and 
then directly overhead, and then continued away from us. From below, the small head 
and body, as well as the underwing coverts, were gray. The secondaries and primaries 
were darker. While the bird was soaring, it was possible to briefly see the back, which 
also was grayish. The tail was dark, without markings. In flight, it cocked its tail a few 
times from side to side. The shape of the wing was sharp and pointed. 

Familiarity with this species: I saw lots (thousands!) of Mississippi Kites as a counter for 
the Smith Point Hawk Watch in Texas. 

Comparison to similar species: No other similar species of kite or raptor occurs in this 
area. 

Equipment used: 8.5 x 44 binoculars 

Additional observers who prepared a report on this species: Ruth Mufiiz Lopez, Hawk 
Mountain Sanctuary intern from Ecuador. 

Reported by: Kyle McCarty, Research Technician, Hawk Mountain Sanctuary 
Association, Acopian Center for Conservation Learning, 410 Summer Valley Road, 
Orwigsburg, PA 17961 . 

570-943-3411 ext 107 (w) 
mccarty@hawkmtn.org 

570-366-0729 (h) 
kyle_ m _ mccarty@hotmail.com 
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• . Record No: 171-02-2004 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round One 

Species: Mississippi Kite (lctinia mississippiensis) 

Date of Sighting: 11 May 2004 to 11 May 2004 
Location: FORT EVERETT ROAD 
County : LEI-IlGH 
Observer(s): Kyle McCarty 

Date of Submission: 2004 
Submitted by: Kyle McCarty 

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No 
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